
AN ILLUSTRATED EXPLAINER

The Inversion Conduit Theory of Consciousness (ICTC)
The brain does not generate consciousness - it conducts it.
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Executive Summary & Ontological Positioning 
The Inversion Conduit Theory of Consciousness (ICTC) is a refined, unified 

metaphysical and physical framework. It bridges historically independent and adversarial 
paradigms: 

• Quantum Field Theory (QFT; Peskin & Schroeder, 1995; Weinberg, 1995), 
• Analytic Idealism (Kastrup, 2018, 2019), 
• Cosmological Panpsychism (Goff, 2017; Shani, 2015; Strawson, 2006), and 
• Higher-Order Neurobiology (Brown et al., 2019; Edelman, 2003). 
 
No single mainstream scientist or philosopher has published an identical, 

comprehensive synthesis under this name. Historically, materialist neuroscience asserts that 
consciousness is an epiphenomenon emerging from physical synapses (Crick, 1994; T. H. 
Huxley, 1874). Conversely, idealists assert that matter is entirely an illusion generated by the 
mind (Berkeley, 1710/1998; Kastrup, 2018). 

ICTC fundamentally reconciles these extremes by inverting the metaphysics while 
preserving the physical mechanisms of neuroscience. It positions the organic brain not as the 
generator of consciousness, but as an evolved, high-density transmissive conduit—a localized 
biological “prism” that anchors, filters, and processes ambient universal energy (cf. Bergson, 
1896/1911; A. Huxley, 1954; James, 1898; Kelly et al., 2007). 

By defining a dual-directional, self-sustaining loop, ICTC offers a mathematically 
possible, and philosophically rigorous solution to Chalmers’ “Hard Problem of Consciousness” 
(Chalmers, 1995, 1996). 
I. Foundations in Modern Quantum Field Theory (QFT) 

To satisfy the rigorous constraints of modern physics, ICTC replaces outdated atomic 
“billiard ball” materialism with the principles of Quantum Field Theory (QFT; Hobson, 2013; 
Weinberg, 1995). 

1. The Sub-Quantum Vacuum Energy: In modern physics, the fundamental fabric of the 
universe is not empty space, but a collection of fluctuating quantum fields (Hobson, 
2013; Peskin & Schroeder, 1995). The vacuum state possesses a non-zero baseline 
energy (Zero-Point Energy; Casimir, 1948; Lamoreaux, 1997; Milonni, 1994). ICTC 
identifies this primordial, sub-quantum energy substrate as the fundamental, 
unmanifested essence of Universal Consciousness (cf. Bohm, 1980; Goff, 2017; 
Kastrup, 2018). 

2. Excitations and Coalescence: In QFT, what we perceive as “matter” or physical 
particles are localized, bound-state excitations within these underlying fields (Hobson, 
2013; Weinberg, 1995). As energy condenses according to specific vibrational 
constraints, it forms subatomic particles, which aggregate into atoms, molecules, and 
macroscopic matter (Wilczek, 2008). 

3. The Symbiotic Feedback Loop: Matter is condensed energy (Einstein, 1905; Wilczek, 
2008). Therefore, physical structures are inherently made of the very field they exist 
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within. As matter complexifies, it alters the local geometry of the field, acting as a 
physical channel or “pipe” (cf. Einstein, 1916; Misner et al., 1973). Matter guides the flow 
of the ambient field energy, while the field energy drives the structural evolution of the 
matter. They wind around and support one another in an ascending spiral of complexity 
(cf. Prigogine & Stengers, 1984). 

II. The Architecture of Biological Transmission 
When this energy-matter coalescence reaches the threshold of organic life, the physical 

structures become highly sophisticated transmissive conduits (James, 1898; Kelly et al., 2007). 
The human nervous system and its complex network of neurons do not manufacture 

consciousness materialistically from electrochemical firing (cf. Bergson, 1896/1911; Kastrup, 
2019). Instead, they act as an evolved, biological tuner, filter, and analyzer (A. Huxley, 1954). 
Just as a radio receiver captures, sorts, and translates invisible electromagnetic waves into 
audible sound, the brain captures, filters, and acts upon the ambient universal energy field 
(James, 1898; Kelly et al., 2007). 
III. The Evolutionary Hierarchy of Progression 

As the material conduit increases in structural complexity, the localized manifestation of 
consciousness scales systematically from the microscopic individual to the macro-cosmic 
multiverse (cf. Tononi et al., 2016). See Fig. 1. 
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1. Primary Consciousness (The Baseline Conduit) 

• Mechanism: Achieved when matter complexes into basic neural architectures and 
nervous systems (Feinberg & Mallatt, 2016). This biological conduit filters the chaotic 
universal field into structured data. 

• Phenomenology: Simple, immediate awareness. It includes basic sensory perception 
and primal emotion (Panksepp, 1998). This is the “remembered present” shared by 
humans and most animal organisms (Edelman, 1989, 2003; Low et al., 2012). 

2. Secondary Consciousness (The Temporal/Reflective Conduit) 

• Mechanism: Emerges as the neural conduit adds layers of structural complexity (e.g., 
the mammalian neocortex; Edelman, 2003). 

• Phenomenology: The organism breaks free from the immediate present. It gains 
accessibility to its own history and future plans (Suddendorf & Corballis, 2007; Tulving, 
1985). It unlocks self-reflective awareness, abstract thinking, volition, and metacognition 
(Brown et al., 2019; Fleming & Dolan, 2012). 

3. Peripheral Consciousness (The Interface Layer) 

• Mechanism: Because the organism is a two-way conduit, energy does not merely flow 
inward; it radiates outward. This creates a localized field boundary—an energetic 
“antenna” or interface that extends beyond the physical boundaries of the organism (cf. 
Cohen, 1968; McFadden, 2020). 

• Phenomenology: The mechanism by which an individual conduit senses, interfaces 
with, and resonates with the energetic conduits of other conscious entities (cf. Hasson et 
al., 2012). 

4. Collective Consciousnesses (The Resonant Nodes) 

• Mechanism: When multiple individual peripheral fields interface and achieve vibrational 
resonance, they coalesce into localized, higher-order energetic networks (cf. Dikker et 
al., 2017; Hasson et al., 2012). 

• Phenomenology: Shared cultural paradigms, tribal systems, societal shifts, and group-
level empathy (Durkheim, 1893/1984). 

5. Global Consciousness (The Planetary Envelope) 

• Mechanism: The total summation of all localized collective consciousnesses, 
ecosystems, and material conduits weaving together across a single planet (Vernadsky, 
1945). 

• Phenomenology: A unified planetary thought-envelope (conceptually reconciling 
Teilhard de Chardin’s Noosphere and James Lovelock’s Gaia Hypothesis; Lovelock, 
1979; Lovelock & Margulis, 1974; Teilhard de Chardin, 1955/1959). 

6. Universal & Trans-Universal Consciousness (The Cosmic Source) 
• Mechanism: The global network plugs directly back into the foundational cosmic source 

code (cf. Goff, 2017; Shani, 2015). That is, if reality consists of multiple parallel 
universes or multi-dimensional branes vibrating at distinct frequencies within the same 
space-time construct (Everett, 1957; Greene, 2011; Randall & Sundrum, 1999; Tegmark, 
2003), 

• Phenomenology: Trans-Universal Consciousness binds them all, allowing awareness 
to transcend singular planes of existence. 
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IV. The Inverted Consciousness Loop 

The defining, elegant resolution of ICTC is its circular causality, which seamlessly 
synthesizes Panpsychism, Analytic Idealism, and Neurobiology (cf. Hofstadter, 2007; 
Whitehead, 1929): 

1. Inversion of Cause: Universal Field Energy (Consciousness) condenses/coalesces to 
create physical matter (cf. Goff, 2017; Kastrup, 2019). 

2. Conduit Manifestation: Physical matter complexes into biological nervous systems to 
act as a structured conduit for that very energy (James, 1898; Kelly et al., 2007). 

3. Complexity Addition: As the localized energy flows through the physical conduit, it 
experiences the “real world,” processing data and adding informational complexity to the 
energy (cf. Tononi et al., 2016; Whitehead, 1929). 

4. The Return: Upon the dissipation of the material conduit (death or systemic evolution), 
this enriched, higher-complexity energy is poured back into the universal reservoir (cf. 
Kastrup, 2018). 

5. Re-Emergence: The updated Universal Consciousness condenses into matter once 
again, initiating a more advanced evolutionary loop (cf. Penrose, 2010). 

V. Paradigm Reconciliation Matrix 
Philosophers, physicists, and neuroscientists can easily locate their own paradigms 

within ICTC: 
 

Discipline Standard View How ICTC Reconciles & Integrates It 

Neuroscience Synapses create the mind 
(Crick, 1994). 

Preserves the physical neural architecture, 
but reframes neurons as processing, 
filtering, and transmissive tools rather than 
creators (James, 1898; Kelly et al., 2007). 

Quantum 
Physics (QFT) 

Matter is localized field 
excitation (Hobson, 2013; 
Weinberg, 1995). 

Validates this completely. The “fields” of 
QFT are recognized as the unmanifested 
substrate of Universal Consciousness. 

Analytic Idealism Matter is an illusion of the 
mind (Berkeley, 1710/1998; 
Kastrup, 2018). 

Agrees that consciousness is foundational, 
but explains how matter acts as a 
necessary, functional “whirlpool” (conduit) to 
advance cosmic complexity (cf. Kastrup, 
2019). 

Panpsychism / 
Noosphere 

All matter has mind; minds 
pool together (Goff, 2017; 
Strawson, 2006; Teilhard 
de Chardin, 1955/1959). 

Provides the explicit engineering and 
plumbing (Conduit Theory) showing how 
small nodes naturally stack into Global and 
Universal scales (cf. Chalmers, 2016). 

 
This refined framework ensures the theory stands on a rigorous, foundation of modern 

physics and philosophy while loudly asserting its unique identity in the lineage of rigorous 
philosophical thought. 
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